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Abstract 
This research was conducted to the eighth grade students of Madrasah Tsanawiah Negeri 1 
Pontianak in academic year 2016/2017. The aim of this research was to find out how well the use 
of Collaborative Strategic Reading in improving students’ reading comprehension. The problem 
includes the difficulties in comprehending the narrative text and finding the elements of narrative 
text. In conducting this research, the researcher used Classroom Action Research (CAR) as the 
method of research. The researcher observed the improvement of students’ reading comprehension 
by collecting the data through observation and measurement technique. The tools of data collecting 
were observation checklist, field note, and test. This research was implemented to 42 eighth grade 
students of Madrasah Tsanawiah Negeri 1 Pontianak in academic year 2016/2017. The finding of 
this research shows that there was an improvement on students’ reading comprehension through 
collaborative strategic reading. Four steps on Collaborative strategic reading helped the students 
in comprehending text. The four steps are previewing, click n clunk, get the gist and wrap up. The 
steps of collaborative reading help the students to improve their skill in comprehending the theme, 
supporting details, vocabulary, reference, and inference on narrative text. The quality of teaching 
improved the reading comprehension. The reading skill improvement by applying collaborative 
strategic reading could be seen from students’ activity through collaborative strategic reading 
stages and students’ test score. The researcher stopped on cycle 3 and decided the improvement of 
the reading comprehension is done. 
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INTRODUCTION 
At Junior High School, the students are 
expected to be skilled in reading. Based on the 
syllabus of school-based curriculum, there are 
five kinds of text; narrative, descriptive, 
procedure, report, and recount text. The 
researcher focuses on reading narrative text, 
because it is the text type to be acquired by 
eight grade students of Junior High School. 
Students may face difficulties to comprehend 
this type of text because; they need to identify 
the elements of narrative text such as characters, 
plot, setting, theme, and conflict. 
According to the pre-observation and the 
students score that researcher got from the 
teacher of eight grades MTs N 1 Pontianak,  
 
most of the students had a problem in 
comprehending narrative text. The problems 
included the difficulties in comprehending the 
narrative text and finding the  
Elements of narrative text; the theme, the 
supporting details, the vocabularies, the 
reference and the inference. Many students were 
able to know the words with correct 
pronunciation. But, they just did not know the 
meaning of the text. The writer used 
Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) as the 
solution to solve students’ problem which is 
difficult to comprehend theme, vocabulary and 
reference, supporting details and inference in 
narrative text.  
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Narrative text is one of the subjects most 
often appear in the world of English education 
in Indonesia. Therefore, we are at least able to 
understand example of narrative text very well 
so that later when we read the story in English, 
student are immediately able to digest the story. 
According to Anderson (1997), narrative text is 
a text that has a purpose to entertain the reader 
or listener. However, narrative can also be 
written to teach or inform, to change attitudes 
or social opinions and to show the moral of a 
story. Alberty (2014) states on her research, 
narrative is one of the most powerful ways of 
communicating with others. A good written 
story lets the reader response to some event in 
your life as if it were own. The readers not only 
understand the event, but the reader can almost 
feel it. The action, details, and dialogue put the 
readers in these seem and make it happen for 
them. In a simple narrative has the structure 
such as orientation, series of events, 
complication, resolution, and 
reorientation/coda.  
According to Barwick (2007) a simple 
narrative has the structures such as orientation, 
series of events, complication, resolution, and 
reorientation/coda. In orientation, the scenes are 
set. It creates the visual picture of the setting, 
atmosphere, and time of the story where the 
characters are introduced and clues are set in 
place for coming complication. The next is 
series of events where the story continues 
through a series of expected or unexpected 
events. In this part the sequences of story are 
expected or unexpected affecting the setting, 
atmosphere, characters or time. And then the 
hero (the main character) in the story seems to 
be prevented from reaching his or her goal, this 
part is called complication where it is revolved 
around conflicts or problems that affect the 
setting, time, or characters. 
Many experts agree that Reading is 
cognitive skill which person is able to use when 
interacting with text. Reading can be seen as an 
“interactive” process between a reader and a 
text which leads to automaticity or reading 
fluency (Hesham Suleiman: 2005). Elizabeth 
Pang (2003) state that Reading is about 
understanding written texts. It is a complex 
activity that involves both perception and 
thought. Reading consists of two related 
processes: word recognition and 
comprehension. Words recognition is a process 
how the readers interpret symbols into words or 
visual illustration. Comprehension is a process 
that the reader makes a sense from the texts or 
the visual illustration. Readers typically make 
use of background knowledge, vocabulary, 
grammatical knowledge, experience with text 
and other strategies to help them understand 
written text. 
Comprehension is an activity which is 
construct the meaning or information from 
texts. It involves knowledge of words 
(vocabulary) and the ability of using critical 
thinking and reasoning. Therefore, 
comprehension is not a passive activity. 
Vocabulary is essential to reading 
comprehension. 
In her book, Pang (2003) also said that 
comprehension is a process that focused on 
how the reader uses their knowledge and 
reasoning to understand texts. The term 
‘comprehension strategies’ sometimes refers to 
the process how the readers reasoning how to 
build new information from what they have 
read. Comprehension can also be enhanced by 
building on students’ background knowledge, 
e.g. by having a group discussion before 
reading. 
According to College (2004), there are 
three levels of comprehension which are 
presented from the simple to the complex level 
of reading. The levels are literal, interpretive, 
and applied. Comprehension will begin from 
the easiest level (literal) that focuses on reading 
the passage and gets the information from the 
text and then go to the next level (interpretive) 
that looking at the implied by the material 
under study. The combination of both levels 
literal and interpretive will create an 
understanding of information and the 
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understanding or information will be analyzed 
and applied to the other information. In this 
research, the researcher focused on the first 
level that is literal. In this level, the readers are 
at the basic level of comprehending. This level 
is to know what actually stated which includes 
fact and details with rote learning and 
memorizing. The readers needs to surface the 
understanding only. The reader will build their 
knowledge but they do not necessary to give 
any command. 
Reading is cognitive skill which person is 
able to use when interacting with text. Reading 
can be seen as an “interactive” process between 
a reader and a text which leads to automaticity 
or reading fluency (Hesham Suleiman: 2005). 
Reading consists of two related processes: word 
recognition and comprehension. Words 
recognition is a process how the readers 
interpret symbols into words or visual 
illustration. Comprehension is a process that the 
reader makes a sense from the texts or the visual 
illustration. Readers typically make use of 
background knowledge, vocabulary, 
grammatical knowledge, experience with text 
and other strategies to help them understand 
written text. Comprehension is an activity 
which is construct the meaning or information 
from texts. It involves knowledge of words 
(vocabulary) and the ability of using critical 
thinking and reasoning. Therefore, 
comprehension is not a passive activity. 
Vocabulary is essential to reading 
comprehension. According College (2003), 
there are also several aspects that can help us to 
find information on the texts we read easily. 
There are main idea, supporting detail, 
vocabulary, reference, and inference. 
Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) is a 
research-based instructional practice in teaching 
reading comprehension to students to enhance 
content area learning. CSR teaches students 
reading comprehension while working in small 
cooperative groups. It is mostly used with 
expository text, but can also be used with 
narrative text. CSR consists of four reading 
comprehension strategies that are applied 
before, during, and after reading.  CSR 
strategies are: (1) preview the text, (2) click and 
clunk, (3) get the gist, and (4) wrap up. Through 
collaboration, educators can effectively design, 
implement, and assess lesson that demonstrate 
the use of sensory imagery to make meaning. 
According to Klingner, Vaughn, Dimino, 
Schumm& Bryant (2001) Collaborative 
Strategic Reading is a fully developed, feasible 
intervention, with evidence of its efficacy 
established through quasi-experimental research 
studies. 
According to Klingner and Vaughn 
(1999) Collaborative strategic reading teaches 
students to use comprehension strategies while 
working cooperatively. Students will be 
required to more actively talking of the 
teacher. CSR is reading comprehension 
practice that combines two instructional 
elements: modified reciprocal teaching and 
cooperative learning or students pairing. In this 
strategy, students will be mixed achievement 
levels apply comprehension strategies while 
reading content area text in small group of five 
students each. Barkley, Cross, and Major 
(2005) cited in Bent (1996) determined that 
five students as effective number of groups in 
informal or formal teaching learning process. 
He said that, the experiences of students would 
be declined in large number of students. CSR 
is believed to be able to stimulate or activate 
the students to be more involved in reading 
activity and facilitate the students in 
comprehending the text. In this strategy, 
students will learn to use the reciprocal 
teaching method in cooperative learning group 
(i.e., exchange ideas, predicting, clarifying 
words, themes, questions, and answer). 
The goals of CSR are to improve reading 
comprehension and increase conceptual 
learning in ways that maximize students 
’involvement. On CSR, Students learn four 
strategies: preview, click and clunk, get the 
gist, and wrap up. Preview is used before 
reading the entire text for the lesson, and wrap 
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up is used after reading the entire text for the 
lesson. The other two strategies, click and 
clunk and get the gist, are used multiple times 
while reading the text, after each paragraph. 
Collaborative Strategic Reading is an 
approach that works well in mixed-ability 
classrooms and helps students improve their 
reading comprehension. This technique is a 
kind of cooperative learning that asks the 
students to work in a group and can give a 
benefit the teacher to pay more attention to the 
students’ activity in the class. 
According to Klingner (1998), 
collaborative strategic reading has some 
advantages, CSR is an excellent teaching 
technique for teaching students reading 
comprehension and building vocabulary and 
also working together cooperatively. This 
technique is a way to help second language 
learners engaged with difficult text and use the 
key reading strategies to improve 
comprehension. In addition, according to 
Grabe (2009), CSR is a promising approach to 
combined-strategies instruction that draws on 
both reciprocal teaching and cooperative 
learning. Here, students are working in groups 
and taught to activate prior knowledge, make 
predictions, monitor their comprehension 
difficulties, clarify information, and restate 
important ideas, summarize the text, and form 
appropriate questions about the text. Moreillon 
(2007) stated that through collaboration, 
educators can effectively design, implement, 
and assess lessons that demonstrate the use of 
sensory imagery to make meaning. In this 
research, the students conducted this strategies, 
while teachers as a facilitator. The research is 
going to be observer who will observe the 
activity in the class. 
In other hands, CSR also has 
disadvantages in the teaching and learning 
process. In the teaching and learning process, 
teacher should pay more attention, if the 
teachers do not pay attention well, the process 
will not be affective. The teacher also needs to 
consider the duration of the process. CSR 
needs time allocation longer, which is why 
good time management is needed by teachers 
for teaching and learning process with CSR 
runs well. 
According to Freytagadapted from Gustav 
Freytag’s Technik des Drama (1863), a drama 
is divided into five parts, or acts, which some 
refer to as a dramatic arc: exposition, rising 
action, climax, falling action, and dénouement. 
The exposition is the portion of a story 
that introduces important background 
information to the audience; for example, 
information about the setting, events occurring 
before the main plot, characters' back stories, 
etc. Exposition can be conveyed through 
dialogues, flashbacks, character's thoughts, 
background details, in-universe media or the 
narrator telling a back-story. 
In the rising action, a series of events 
build toward the point of greatest interest. The 
rising action of a story is the series of events 
that begin immediately after the exposition 
(introduction) of the story and builds up to the 
climax. These events are generally the most 
important parts of the story since the entire plot 
depends on them to set up the climax, and 
ultimately the satisfactory resolution of the 
story itself. 
The climax is the turning point, which 
changes the protagonist’s fate. If the story is a 
comedy, things have gone badly for the 
protagonist up to this point; now, the plot 
begins to unfold in his or her favor, often 
requiring the protagonist to draw on hidden 
inner strengths. If the story is a tragedy, the 
opposite state of affairs will ensue, with things 
going from good to bad for the protagonist, 
often revealing the protagonist's hidden 
weaknesses 
During the falling action, the conflict 
between the protagonist and the antagonist 
unravels, with the protagonist winning or 
losing against the antagonist. The falling action 
may contain a moment of final suspense, in 
which the final outcome of the conflict is in 
doubt. 
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METHOD 
The method of this research was 
Classroom Action Research. In teaching 
learning process, teacher may find problems. 
The problems may vary. To solve the problem 
at the classroom. The classroom action research 
is needed to help the teacher analyze the 
problem and solve it. According Cresswell 
(2012) classroom action research is a systematic 
procedures done by teachers (or other 
individuals in an educational setting) to gather 
information about, and subsequently improve, 
the ways their particular educational setting 
operates, their teaching, and their student 
learning. Through classroom action research, 
the writer is able to solve the ongoing problem 
in the classroom. At the end, it also will 
improve students’ achievement in the 
classroom. Classroom Action Research 
typically involves four broad phases in a cycle 
of research. According to Kemmis and 
mctaggart(1988) cited in Burns(2010), 
classroom action research involves four phases 
in a research cycle. The first cycle may become 
a continuing, or literative, spiral of cycles which 
repeat until achieving a satisfactory outcome 
and feels it is time to stop. According to 
Kemmis and McTaggart(1988) cited in Burns 
(2010), there are four phases in classroom 
action research: Planning, Acting, Observing 
and Reflecting. 
The writer used classroom action research 
with Collaborative Strategic Reading as the 
ttechnique to improve students’ reading 
comprehension. Classroom Action Research is 
used to solve the students’ problem. The result 
is the improvement of the education practice 
based the problem faced by the teacher at the 
classroom whether the problem is from the 
operational at the school, the environtment of 
the teaching learning process, or the students 
itself.  
 In one cycle of Classroom Action 
Research there are planning, acting, observation 
and the reflection. According to Kemmis and 
Mc Taggart (1985), cited in Burns (2010), 
There are four steps in this model of action 
research in the following: (1) Planning: 
Identifying problems and planning the action. 
(2) Acting: Implementing the lesson. (3) 
Observation: observing or monitoring the 
action. (4) Reflecting: Reflecting the result of 
the observation to revise the plan for the next 
cycle. The subject of this research was eight 
grade students of Madrasah Tsanawiah Negeri 1 
Pontianak Class A that consist of 42 students  in 
academic year 2016/2017. 
In solving the problem of this research, the 
research data were collected by suitable 
technique and relevant tools. The witer used 
observation technique and measurement 
technique. Observation which was done before 
the writer did the research. It was about the 
students’ ability, the behavior of the students, 
the obstacles in order to notice students’ 
improvement. Meanwhile, measurement 
technique through written test was done by the 
students after applying the treatment. 
Observation checklist, recording, field notes and 
test used as tools of observation technique. In 
the other hand, the test was used to confirm 
students’ improvement in comprehending 
narrative text. The aspects of reading measured 
was theme, supporting details, vocabulary, 
reference and inference.  
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND 
DISCUSSION 
Research Findings 
After the research was done, the writer and 
the teacher analyzed the improvement of 
students after Collaborative Strategic Reading 
implemented based on observation checklist, 
recording and field note it is found that 
Collaborative Strategic Reading can improve 
students in comprehend theme, supporting 
details, vocabulary, reference and inference in 
narrative text. 
In comprehending theme, students 
previously gave a general knowledge of theme 
in narrative text at the stage of “previewing". In 
this stage, students were asked to make groups 
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consist of five randomly and then the students 
were given brainstorm about what they know of 
narrative texts provided by the teacher. At this 
stage also, the teacher provided a 
comprehension of the theme to the students. In 
improving the students’ comprehension of 
theme, it was focused on brainstorming step. In 
the brainstorming step, the students had to think 
deeply about what they know about narrative 
text, especially the theme of the text. After the 
students guessed about what themes contained 
in the narrative text, students were directed by 
the teacher to make predictions about what 
material they will learn. Each group wrote down 
their predictions about what they will learn in 
CSR log given to each group. 
Another improvement which could be 
achieved through Collaborative Strategic 
Reading was improvement in vocabulary and 
reference. In this step, there were two elements 
of narrative would be improved, there are 
vocabulary and reference. To improve the 
students’ comprehension of vocabulary, the 
researcher and the teacher used the stage “click 
n clunk”. The stage click n clunk helped 
students to find the meaning of unfamiliar 
words with teacher help. The unfamiliar words 
that have been known will be new vocabularies 
for them. In that way, the student’s 
comprehension of vocabulary was improved. In 
this research, the each group found variety of 
unfamiliar words. They wrote down the 
unfamiliar words to CSR log and then with 
teacher help, they were guided to find the 
meaning of the words. The strategy click n 
clunk helped student to find the reference by 
analyzing the meaning of unfamiliar words and 
new vocabularies. Analyzing the unfamiliar 
words or new vocabularies can make the 
students understand the meaning of the 
sentences of the text easier. It helps them to find 
the information of reference well. The analyzing 
was guided by the teacher. The teacher helped 
the students if they found some problem in 
translating or understanding the meaning of the 
text. 
Collaborative Strategic Reading was also 
help to improve students in comprehend 
supporting details. In step get the gist, the 
student’s needs to find the supporting details 
during reading. The supporting details will be 
found by following question “who or what is it 
about?” And “what most important about who 
or why?” from the text. The following question 
helped them to find the information they need. 
The information is related with the supporting 
detail. 
Another improvement which could be 
achieved by Collaborative Strategic Reading 
was comprehension of inference. In this 
research, reference mean is the moral value of 
the story. The step rap up, is to guide the 
students to conclude what they have learn and 
find what moral value they got from the story. 
In improving the students comprehension of 
inference, the teacher helped the students in 
guessing about the behavior of the character 
first, and then the students was able to guess 
what behavior the character have and known 
what good character and bad character they 
have. It helped the students to find the moral 
value or inference in this research. From the 
improvement of teaching and learning in the 
students also improved the outcomes of 
teaching and learning itself. That was indicated 
by the test results of students were increasing in 
each cycle.  
 
Discussion 
Based on the research finding above, the 
writer found some important point to discuss; 
the aims of this research is to improve the 
students ability in reading comprehension. It is 
matched with  Kemmis and McTaggart (1988) 
cited in burns (2010), the aims of the classroom 
action research that the quality of the classroom 
activity affacted the quality of the students 
learning in the class. The first cycle may 
become a continuing, or literative, spiral of 
cycles which repeat until achieving a 
satisfactory outcome and feels it is time to stop. 
This research was conducted in three cycles. 
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Each cycle consisted of four stages which were 
planning, acting, observing and reflecting. Each 
acting stage was conducted in three meetings 
that were conducted during the teaching and 
learning process. To improve the data obtained, 
the teacher cooperated with collaborator to 
observe and to monitor the activity which was 
happening in the classroom through the use of 
observation checklist and field notes. 
In every step of teaching and learning 
process, the teacher made the students to work 
cooperatively. Because, According to Klingner 
and Vaughn (1999) Collaborative strategic 
reading teaches students to use comprehension 
strategies while working cooperatively. 
Barkley, Cross, and Major (2005) cited in Bent 
(1996) determined that five students as effective 
number of groups in informal or formal 
teaching learning process. That was why the 
teacher and the researcher divided the member 
of the group were consist of five students.  
The researcher tried to answer the 
questions based on data acquired. As mentioned 
before in chapter one. The first question can be 
answered through the research findings that 
show there is improvement made on each cycle. 
According to Collage (2003) although the topic 
sentence may appear anywhere in the 
paragraph, it is usually stated in the beginning 
of paragraph. In this part, teacher asked them to 
predict what they are going to learn by giving a 
narrative story. The narrative story is in form 
fable, so that the students can predict what they 
are going to learn. The teacher gave them 
brainstorming to find the main idea or the theme 
of the text by asking what narrative is, what the 
story about, what characters in the story and so 
on. 
In the second question, the teacher helped 
the students to connect every sentence that show 
idea about details of the story. The teacher 
equipped the students’ knowledge of narrative 
text in the beginning. In step get the gist, every 
group had to find out the supporting details 
based on the knowledge they got in the 
beginning from the text during reading. 
The third question can be answered after 
the teacher helped the groups to find the 
meaning in unfamiliar words. During reading, 
the students would find varied unfamiliar 
words. In this stage, the teacher helped them by 
guiding them to reread the sentence and look 
the key ideas and reread the sentence before and 
after the unfamiliar words to find the meaning 
of the unfamiliar words. The unfamiliar words 
that had been solved would be new vocabularies 
of the students. Vocabulary is a crucial thing in 
reading comprehension like what Pang said in 
her book (2003). Vocabulary can be 
comprehended from many sources; one of them 
is reading text. Collaborative strategic reading 
has some advantages, CSR is an excellent 
teaching technique for teaching students reading 
comprehension and building vocabulary and 
also working together cooperatively. 
The fourth question was about improving 
students comprehending of reference. 
Improving students’ comprehension of 
reference was in stage click n clunk. In this 
stage, to improve students’ comprehension in 
reference, the teacher did same way with 
improving students’ comprehension of 
vocabulary. The teacher guided them to find the 
words or sentences that related with the 
question. 
The fifth question was about improving 
students’ comprehension of inference. The 
inference here means the moral value of the 
story. In the stage get the gist, the students 
would find the moral value after reading the text 
by looking at the behavior of the characters or 
what the characters did in the story. 
Based on the students’ achievement score, 
we could see that the students’ reading skill had 
increased from the first cycle to the third cycle. 
Additionally, the observation checklist and the 
field notes also showed that there were 
significant improvement in the teaching and 
learning process. The students were became 
much more focused in teaching and learning 
activity. The students were showing seriousness 
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and better attitude while playing a role play. By 
that fact, the writer decided to stop the cycle. 
In conclusion, the researcher determined 
that this research was satisfactory. The reading 
skill improvement by applying collaborative 
strategic reading could be seen from students’ 
activity through collaborative strategic reading 
stages and students’ test score. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusions 
Based on the discussion of research 
finding, the researcher concluded that The 
Collaborative Strategic Reading improves 
students’ reading skill on the eighth grade 
students of Madrasah Tsanawiah Negeri 1 
Pontianak in academic year 2016/2017.It was 
proven by the every activities in Collaborative 
strategic reading that can help the students’ 
problem in reading comprehension by the steps 
on the Collaborative strategic reading itself.  
The collaborative strategic reading steps 
that improved the students reading 
comprehensions are previewing, click n clunk, 
get the gist, and wrap up. The step previewing 
has two activities that helped students to 
improve their comprehending of them by 
brainstorming and making prediction. The steps 
click n clunk improved the students 
comprehending on vocabulary and reference. 
The students comprehending of supporting 
details and inference was improved in step get 
the gist. The step wrap up was the last activity 
on CSR to make the conclusion of the activity 
in the class about the material that has done. 
The students’ improvement in reading 
comprehension was also proved by the CSR 
log, the data on the observation checklist, and 
field notes in each cycle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggestion 
The researcher suggests some useful 
points to improve students’ reading skill. The 
suggestions of this writing were defined as 
follows: (1) Collaborative Strategic Reading is 
recommended for teacher to improve the 
students reading comprehension because 
Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) Teaches 
students to use comprehension strategies while 
working cooperatively. (2) Collaborative 
Strategic Reading is an appropriate strategy to 
be applied for the students who have problems 
in reading skill because the goals of CSR are to 
improve reading comprehension and increase 
conceptual learning in ways that maximize 
students' involvement. Developed to enhance 
reading comprehension skills for students with 
learning disabilities and students at risk for 
reading difficulties, CSR has also yielded 
positive outcomes for average and high average 
achieving students. (3) Before applying 
Collaborative Strategic Reading, teacher should 
prepare the learning aids well. They are book or 
handout, good time management, papers of 
project, observation checklist, scoring rubric, 
and field note.  
In conclusion, the researcher 
determined that this classroom action research 
was satisfactory. Through CSR, students’ 
reading comprehension could be improved. 
Therefore, the writer concluded that the action 
hypothesis which stated “Collaborative 
Strategic Reading improved student’s reading 
comprehension at eighth grades students of 
MTs N 1 Pontianak” was accepted. 
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